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| OATH OF ABFURATION 
Arraignd _ 


E it-Otdained by the Lords aud Commons: 
alembled in Parliament ; That all ſuch perſons, as 
being of theA ge ofonee twenty pears 03 abobe,ſhail re. 
fuſe to take the Daty hereafter cxp:efſed, which Dath. 
any two oz moze of the ſaid Committees foz Deque= 
ſtration in every Connty, City oz place reſpectively,. 

0: any two Jultices of the Peace; oz the Majoz., Baliffs 9z. other head . 

p | > Deficer ofany City 0z Town C ozpozate ſhall have power to Adminiſter 

| to any ſuch: Perſon oz Perfons, ſhall foxfeit' as Hapilts within this and: - 

the fozmer-Ozdinances,and Seizure @ Sequeſtration, of two third parts + 
ofall their Goods and Eftates real! and perſonall, and ſale. of \nch pzo= 

poztion of their Goods, ls Setzed and Scqueſtred, Hall be made, and - 
their Bents and Eſtates diſpoſed of, in ſuch Manner and Pzopo2tion; : 
and by fuch Perſons , as by the ſaid Dzdinance of: Sequeſtration s aps of 
pointed fo; Papilts.. The Tenor of which Oath followech.. | © © , 


| Die Sabbathi. 19. Auguſti 1643. 
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hs (2) 
Thbe OAT H. 


A. B. Do abjure and renounce the Popes Supremacy 

and Authority over the Catholick Church in generall, 
and over my ſelfe in particular, and I do believe that 
there is not any Tranſubſtantiation in the Sacrament of 
the: Lords Swpper or in the Elements of Bread and Wine 
after Conſecration thereof by any perſon whatſoever ; 
and I do believe that there is not any Purgatory ; and that 
the conſecrated Ho, Crucifix or Images ought not tobe 
worſhipped, neicher that any worſhip is due unto them 3 
And allo belicye , that Salvation cannot be merited by 
Workes ; And all Do&rines in affirmation of the ſaid 
points, I do abjure and renounce without any Equivoca- 
tion, menrall Reſervation , or ſecret Evaſion whatſoever, 
taking the words by mee ſpoken, according to the com- 
mon and uſuall meaning of them. So help me God, 


| Y Teares are on my Chethes, and mine Eyes run down with 
k Water, becauſe the Comforter, that ſhould relieve my ſoule, is 


far from me : how is. the Gold become dim , and the moſt fine Gold 


changed ? How have we looked for the time of healing and behold 


trouble. ? Ariſe, cry out in the night, in the beginning of the Watches, 
poure fourth thy heart like Water before the face of the Lord, for they 
have bealed the hurt of the Daughter of my people ſlightly, they have 
Mill left a dangerous wound even in the f 


eart of our liberty. 7s 
there no Balm #n Gilead ? # there no Phiſitian ? why then ts not the 
health of the DR of my my_ recovered? Why are theſe Oathes 
th ſo ſharpe a double edge, that unavoidably they ei-, 
ther cut the.purfe or kill the Conſcience ? | 
I confeſle my..own. weaknefſe in the Government of my ſelfe, 
I confeſſe my own.ignorance in preſeribing to others; yer the wn 
| ire 


+ ETD... - moat ate; 


res of profpeieyto this Nation have alan fuch ſtrong hol up 
my Soule, and I _ 


able then to eatruſt thoſe with the manapery of an affair , whom 


(3) 


feel my Spirit ſo powerfully drawn forth to ad- 
vance the things that bens co its peace, that Teafinor refrain} o 
Pen from humbly and earneſtly ſoliciting a more firm and perf 
eſtabliſhment of the two principall Pillers of all flouriſhirig Com- 
mon-wealths, Mercy to ſuch as ſuffer for (onſcience ; and impartiall 
7uftice ta all men. 

As theſe conſiderations have engaged me once more to expoſe the 
moſt ſecret and retired thoughts of my heart to be ſeen by others ; 
So I aſſure the Reader this ſhall be their laſt appearance in pub- 
lique, that he may reſt ſecure from all fear of loſing his time upon 
any thing of mine hereafter : But leſt I offend too much in the 
preſent trouble give him ; I ſhall imediatly apply my ſelfe to my 
task,and endeavour with a gentle, yet faithfull hand, to open the 
orifice of the xeg/efted wound., humbly imploring the gratious in- 
fluence of Heaven to govern our Great Colledge in their grave and 
charitable conſults for the perfe& cure of all our ſorrowes. 

And in ſearching how mortall a ſtroake ſuch Oathes, as this 
of eAbjuration , give to the known Rights, and Priviledges of 
the -"_—_ of this Land, my Method ſhall be direQted by theſe 
Heads. | 

T hat they are Fundamentally repugnant to the Common Lawes 
and ancient Statutes of this Nation. Direftly contrary 
to many Atts even of the laſt Parliament, and Decla- 
rations of the preſent Army. Abſolutely prohibited by the 
Law of God, and inconſiſtent with the generall judgement 
of all Reformed Churches. : | 

Moot: being originally inſtituted- for this principall end, Thougt 

to maintain a juſt order & harmony in the outward Motions 
of the multitude,it neceſſarily followes that the generall deſipne of |. 
Government is little concerned , what noat we make in our ſingle (ye. 
ſelves,if we be in tune viith qur Companions. | 

Upon which ground the mon Law of this Land directs all 
its care to rule and treat us, as we are conſidered in reference to 
one another. and therefore»neither limits our private expences, 
nor obliges toany courſe of Phyſick ; becauſe our particular for- 
tunes and heakh are of very little importance to the Publique, and 
of very much to our ſelves ; And fince nothing is more reaſon- 


A 3 the 


the iſſiie moſt concernes, it canriot be denyed; but as this freedom 
( without which we were abſolute Slaves,) is allowed us in relati- 
on to our Bodies and Eſtates : So our Souls ( as far as may con- 
ſiſt with the publique peace) ought to enjoy a juſt and proportion» 
able ſhare in the Gone liberty. p | 

Much leſſe doth the Law either puniſh or reward our -rhoughts, 
becauſe they neither diſappoint nor advance its ends ; The inten- 
tion of Murther ( though in the higheſt degree of premeditated 
malice) is no way ſubjec to any legall account, if the miſchievous 
purpoſe ſtay at the fancy, and proceed no farther to any outward 
attempt : By which neceſſary diſtin&tion betwixt Divine and Hu- 
man Juriſdiction, the Law religiouſly preſerves its reverence to the 
great Tribunall of God, before whom only, we are to anſwer for 
the private errors and ſecret vices of our hearts, as we are accoun- 
table to the Magiſtrate for the open Crimes and ſcandalous Aci- 
ons of our hand-.. | ER 

If any conceive -jt juſt- to enact a: Law againſt Eronrons 

Thoughts in Religion, with an Oath of eAb»ration to make the ſuf- 
| pected accuſe himſelf, why ſhould they not as well impoſe a penal- 

ty upon the vicious Thoughts of Hatred, Revenge or Ambition : . 
And then force every one to ſwear whether he be guilty ? Cer- 
tainly Magiſtrates may as lawfully put us to our Oathes , .whether 
we have aſſented to-any traiterous thought againſt our Country, or 
coveted our Neighbours Goods or Wite,as what we:think of ſuch a. 
point of Divinity. | 

Should it be pretended, that the Oath of Abjaratio» commits no 
force upon the 15ud, but only-upon the month ; gives free leave 
to think what we will, if we ſwear as it commands ; Such liberty of 
Conſcience ( to belieye in our hearts contrary to what we. profeſs 
with our lips) Nero himſelfallowed ; Such liberty of Conſcience 
( that is, damnable hypocriſy ) is indeed the proper and naturall 
effe& of compulſion upon the Conſcience : Surely by this glori- 
ous word (* /iberty) ſomething more is intended to be left us; then 
what no Tyrant can take from us ; Surely it ought at leaſt to be ſo 
curteoully interpreted, that by this kind phraſe ( Liberty of Con- 
ſcience) be underſtood a liberty conſiſteat with Conſcience ; a 
condition, wherein every peaceable Chriſtian may follow our Prin- 
czples, without renouncing his ow# honeſty : yet I confeſle it puz- 
zels all the reaſon I am owner of , that they who take this Oath 
( though yery credibly againſt their Conſciences ) ſhall enjoy = 


fall benefit :of tender Conſrientes ; And if any' refuſe it (becauſe 
againſt his Conſcience) heis wholly excluded from the leaft mercy 
provided for tender (onſcienres. ite Te: 
Beſides,this diſpunifhableneſs of thoughts ariſes as well fromthe Thou; 
impoſlbihry of lawfull proof , as from their innocency in riot'of- notpun 
fending others ; And therefore a ſecret promiſe { though moſt ed beca 
ſerioully and deliberatly reſolv'd on ) if teſerved in the parties i*<apat 
own Conſcience, creates no /egall Obligation of performance ; 55... 
which could not be true, if the Law did allow any proceeding, $:uden 
whereby the party were compellable to accuſe himſelfe. 104. 
And therefore, evenin Chaxcery ( though that be a ſwearing 
Court ) if a Bull of Perjwry be ſued upon the Statute(5.E1;z. ) the Dyer 28 
Defendant ſhall not be Gonad to make Anſwer upon Oath either 49 E4-3 
to the Zi/l or Imterrogatories. $0 ifa Juror be challenged for par- © © 
tiallity; grounded upon ſome indifferent and-unreproachfull ob **** 
jection (:as Kindred to one of the parties, cc. ) he ſhall be ad- 
mitted to cleag ſuch a queſtion by his own Oath ; but if the charge 
be either ignominous or dangerous, as bribery, &c. the challenger 
muſt maintain his Aſſertion by witneſſes j\It being unreaſonable 
( in the wiſe and moderate judgement of the Law ) that any one Crompro 
be enforced to-become his own accuſer. With theſe agree many #3 bis Ju 
other Authorities, all unanimouſly ſubſcribing.to this concluſion, — 
as an undeniable Maxime of Law, that, None can be lawfully Datum 
examined upon Oath, concerning any thing that ſounds to his own pre= Fullers 
quaice. | | Argumet 
Nay ſo great an abhorrence has the Common Law of the par- *'*: 
ties being forced to proſecute and condemn himſelf, that it em- 
ploys an extraordinary diligence to prevent ſo deſtructive an abuſe; 
And therefore in Fitzherberts Natura Brevium , if any had been 
cited into the Spirituall Court to accuſe himſelf pro ſalute Anime, 
as = call'dit, a Prohibition lay at the Common Law to ſtop and 
ſuperſede their mr bg it isa caſe adjudged, that, ifin  ** 
a perall Law, the juriſdi&ion of the Ordinary be ſaved, as in _ 
1 Eliz.2. for hearing of Maſſe, the party ſhall not be examined ,,;, wu, 
upon Oath before the Ordinary concerning that point, becauſe it ;,x;a 65; 
might becom an evidence I if queſtioned afrer- Leighes » 
wards in the temporall Courts , which'is a dire& Authority in the: caſe.8 11 
very point out of a Book licenſed and Printed by ſpeciall Order —_ Wy 
of the laſt Parliament , cleerly proving, that as the Papiſts ought Hilo ch 
to be tryed by witneſſes, and not themſelves examined upon Oath, : 
| | concerning E 


COUCErA \ thei i ts Maſe; So, | 
inward belief, eſpecially when ſuch ruine attends them in their 


It. is true. by the Common. Law in ſome perſonal. Actions the 
- Defendant is admitted ( not compelld) to his Oath , as:in Caſe of 
ds, er of Law,&c. 33.H. 6. 10. of non ſummons ina Precipe quod : 
3+ reddat, and of gar»iſoment, upon a Scire Facias,8e. Bur all theſe 
| Oathes are either voluntarily. offered by the. party himſelf, not en- 
| forced upon. him. by the Judges, and go. in dikcharge,;not condem- - 
nation of him; or. elſe concern only fome collateral. paſſage of 


leaft-ſhadow of ſuch practiſe to be ſeen in any penal Law , which : 
1s the only point we diſpute upon, and which we here undertake 
to prove; a proceedin; — unknown to our -Lawes, that 
any. one-ſhould be conſtrained to inform againſt.himſelf, and fo be- 
come —_—— many" L c - £2 
Upon this ground Sir 7 homas ore ( a perion compleatly 
| learned_ in the Sn of this Land, and Karma ow pal 
| courage and reſolution , according to: his principles ) refufed the - 
then, new: Oath concerning the Kings Supreamacy-and Divorce; _ 
alleadging-for his. defence ar the Bar , chadke never ſake or ate. 
any thing againf-that Statute, and upon this Plez he relyed ; asaw 


<> — 


far as..to reach: our thoughts ; and for his-inward judgement, he - 
freely profeſk that Oath to be againſt ie; offering before the Fudpes - 
to ſweare ; that the unſatisfaction of his: Conſcience therein: 


mands. - . | 
_ And'if we look:back-upon times:behind:us, we ſhall often ſee the» - 
'houghts outward words and. attigrs cenſured by the Magiſtrate, but:never-- 


4 by heretofore entertained.  concerning-. the: uſe of force in \Rehgj<.. 
plia- -- "oy generally been far more rigid, then thoſe we nowpre-. 
mc bee. IQUE-:. | 

: the. Therefore inthe As of 5, Her,2:5,82. Hen.4.14. 8&2. Hens; |. 
for-. 15 ( mage even. in Popiſh: times, which we ſo:much- condemn: fos/ 
nn; . cruelty ); thoſe that. began new opinions. contrary: to the received. 
' Ze.4 24, Religion. of, the-Nation, are- prohibited: ro Preach publickdy: any- 
ken. 5.1, doctrine. deftruGive of the Eſtabliſhed. Lawes, . ov by:their fubtile -- 


SermQns-. 


Eſtates , if they dare: refuſe - to. fweare againſt their Cons + . 


little importance to the decifton of the main coatroverſie,nor'ss the - 


exident juſtification in Law, which-never (faid he) was ftrained;/o - 
was: —— cauſe- of his refufall. ro. comply with theiv Com---- 


: pu-. the leaſt attempt.upen the (3): inward belief ; though the principles:.. 
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Sermons to draw the people after them ; But not a word of forcing 
to ſwear the contrary. : 


xities,or make unlawfull Conventicles to the endangering of the 
publique Peace ; But not a fillable of renouncing what they belie- 


| They are forbidden to write Books in defence of their ſingula- 


ved in their heart. | Loh 

The Statute of 31. Hey. 8. 14. layes a forfeiture upon any that 31 & 
by word, Writing, Printing, Publiſhing, Preaching or Teaching, Hen 
frall maintaine any of the Opinions in fix Articles therein prohi- No" 
bited : But not a Letter of Abjuring their inward perſwa- hen; 
ſion. | At 

And what the Lord Herbeyt in his Hiſtory of Henry the 8. faith _ | 
concerning this Statute is worth conſideration, his words are theſe. zz, 
The fix Articles being now publiſhed, gave no little occaſion of mur- fol. 4 
mur, ſince to revoke the Conſcience not only from its own Conre, but 44\. 
from the ordinary wayes of reſolving Controverſies, to ſuch an ab- 
rupt deciſion of the Common Law,as ts there ſet down,was thought to 
be a deturning of Religion from its right and uſuall courſe ; ſince the 
Conſcience muſt be taught, not forced ; without that it ſhould at any 
time be handled roughly, as being of fo delicate a temper, as though 
:t ſuffer an edge to be put on, = doth more, diminiſheth or breakes 
it : Beſides to make the contravening of Doftrines, to be capitall, 
before they be fully proved, # prejudiciall to that liberty, without 
which none can juſtify himſelf before God or Man : For if st be death 
( and Sequeſtration is a kind of death ) ro believe otherwiſe then wee 
are commanded ; how unſafe will it be to make exatt enquiry ? and 
without #t, who can ſay hu Religion is beſt ? Beſides the Example ts 
dangerous ; For if Infidels and Heathens ( to retain their People in 
ons ) ſhould ds the like who would ever turne Chriſtian ? T here- 
fore Cranmer for : three dayes together in the open Aſſembly oppos'd 
theſe Articles boldly, ec. T hus foe this learned Hiſtorian. 

The Statute of 1 Eaw. 6. 1. ( inthe beginning of the Reforma- 
tion) continued the fame ſtile of puniſhing only the outward AR, 
whilſt it declares, if any ball deprave, deFþife or contemn the S4- 
crament of the Altar ( ſo called in the AR, according to the Lan- 
guage of thoſe times ) he ſhowld ſuffer impriſonment and make fine 
and ranſom at the Kings pleaſure. Nor 

In the Statutes of 1. E1;z. 1. & 8. E1:z. 10. it is Enaed ; That he Ref 
if any perſon ſhall by Writing , Printing, Teaching or Preaching ex- ma:ion. 
roll, rc. The authority of the Biſhop of Rome, or by any Speeches, 1 El& 

— B Deeds 8 Elix 


Deed or open Att attribute any authority here in England to the ſaid 
Biſhop, hee ſhall incur the penalty mentioned in that Statute. 
q12 Agpreeable to the former Statates is ( 13 El:z.c.12.) being the 
A made for the ſubfcription to the Articles of Religion, then 
w_— modelled into a publique forme of confeſſion of Faith. The 
words of the Aﬀ are theſe. If any ſuch Eccleſiaſtical perſon ſhall 
adviſedly maintain or affirme any dottrine dzreftly contrary or repug- 
naxt to the ſaid 39 Articles, and ſhall perfift therein and not revoke 
his errour, ſuch maintaining or affirming and perſiſting , ſhall be " 
cavſe to deprive ſuch perſon of his Eccleſiaſtical promotions. Upon 
which Statute theſe things are obſervable. 

Firſt, that theſe ſubſcriptions being concerning matters of Faith 
are required of Schollers and Divines upon their pretence to 

Church preferments,not of lay perſons,to diſpoſleſſe them of their 
temporall inheritances. 
Secondly, they muſt maintaine or affirm ſome doQrine oppolite- 
co theſe Articles , to bring them within the penalty of that Law. 
So that the believing only of the contrary is not ſufficient. 
Thirdly, ſuch maintaining or affirming is to be voluntary,and 
not drawn out of them by the rack of an Oath. 
Fourthly, it being made a caſe of Deprivation muſt be by wit- 
neſſes,and not by the enforced abjuration of the party. 
Fifthly , they are to loſe only their Eccleſiaſticall promotions, 
and not to be deprived of their temporall Eſtate ; Not one of 
theſe ſo rationall and neceſſary cautions is at all now conſidered 
in the modern proceedings againſt Papiſts ; but the moſt unlearned 
Tradeſman and ignorant Woman amongſt them is compel'd to 
accuſe themſelves, their Judges never asking after witneſfes ; And 
> va forfeiture of full two thirds of all their Goods and 
Lands. EE 
by te And even in the laſt Parliament many Ordinances have followed 
Parlia- the ſame way of prohibiting externall diſorders, occaſioned from 
tit difference in opinions, but not preciſely for the bare difference in 

| opinion; As that of the 11 Ag. 1645. made by tlie Lords and 
is Commons. Wherein it is Ordained , that what perſon ſoever ſhall 
endeavour to bring the DireCtory into contempt, or raiſe any oppoſi> 
tion again#t it, or ſhall prattiſe, write or Print, or cauſe: fo be writ-- 
ten or Printed any thing in derogation or depraving of the-ſaid Di- 
rectory, ſoall loſe and forfeit for ſuch offence ſuch a ſuns of maney,. 
4s ſoall as the time of hs canvittion be thought fit to be impoſed: 


#pan 


(9) 
pou hiw , by him before whom he ſhall have bis tryall, 

Conformable to this was an Order made in Parliament Decemb. , , n, 
22, 1646, The Parliament taking into confideration , that ſome (6,6, 
Anabaptiits a»d other Seftaries have difnrbed the Ainiftevs and 
Congregations in ſome Churches of this Realme, in diiÞaragement 
of the Lawes , Statutes and Governments thereof , do Order that 
the Conſtables and Headboroughs within their ſeverall Pariſhes, 
Fc. fhall arreſt the bodies of all ſuch perſons as ſhall diÞurbe any 
Miniſters in holy Orders, whilſt he is in place of exercifung his pub- 
lique Calling, by ſpeaking to him , or uſing irreverent geſtures or 
attions; and that they carry the bodies of ſuch Offenders before ſome . 

7 «ft ice of Peace of the ſame County to be dealt with, as to Fuſtice ſpall 
appertain. 

So likewiſe 9. Aug. 1650. It is Enatted, that every perſon that 9 A 
ſhall preſume avowedly by words to profeſſe, or ſhall by writing pro” 165% 
ceed ro affirm any Blaſphemore, Atheiſticall or execrable Opinions de- 
rogatory to the Honour of God, ſuch perſons ſo avowedly profeſſing, 
maintaining or publiſhing the ſaid Opinions or any of them, ſhall in- 

Curr the penalties of the ſaid Statute. Which ſhewes plainly that 

the laſt Parliament _—_ it not fit to puniſh any for erroneous 

Opinions , ( though of the higheſt nature ) If the party ſhall 

a believe them in his heart, and keep them within his own 
reaſt. 

Laſtly, ( as a finall deciſion of this point and full ſatisfaction of 
thoſe objections, which ſome make againſt the validity of an Or- 
dinance) it was Enacted ( 17 Car.) by the King, Lords, and 
Commons,T hat no perſon whatſoever exercizing any Ecclefiaſticall 
( much leſſe temporall ) juri/dition ſhall nn any Oath to any 
perſon, either Ex Officio or at the inflance of any whoſoever , where- 
by he may be charged to confeſſe or accuſe himſelf of any crime,and fo 
expoſe himſelfe to puniſhment : then which no clearer or more de- 
finitive ſentence can be imagined. | 

And ( which is very obſervable) never in former times was an 
Abjaration required , but of ſuch, as were firſt legally convict of 
Hereſy ; Never till theſe times, was the Abjaration it ſelf made the 
conviction , and therefore. in the Statute of 2 Hem. 4. 15. Theſe , ye. 
two conditions are puncually expreſt, .That in caſe of Abjwration 
the opinion to be abjured be a known hereſy, and the party to ah- 
jure be legally found guilty, before they proceed to exact his 46- 


Juration, 


B 2 | Ac- | 


Id, 45+ 
46» 


[ 
"and modern, which my deſign of brevity enforces me to omit,and 


= (70) 


According to this tenor run many other Statutes both ancient 


the full ſufficiency of the Lawes already cited renders altogether 
nnneceſſary; only I ſhall deſire leave to extract theſe few ſourid 
and excellent words out of the Petition of Right, 3 ar. That nw 
free men be compelled to take any Oath,not warranted by the Lawes of 
the Realme. | 
This being then concluded, that thowghts are free from all hu- 
mane Lawes, and ſelf accuſation contrary to the Engliſh Lawes ; 
it is very ſuitable to our Method , to conſider next what proviſion 
our Common-wealth has made for diſcovery and conviction of 
Offenders; Wherein after I have ſlightly toucht ſome of the Argu- 
ments mentioned in the fir _=_ of this Moderator, I ſhall paſs on 
to thoſe aditionall reaſons I have ſince. colle&ed, 


And that the way of Indiftment and convittion of witneſſes and 
Fury u the only proceeding owned by the fundamental! Lawes 
of this Land, nu 
| abundantly proved by the chief Author and ſureft defen- 
der -of all our Liberties, Magna Carta, fo often confirmed 
in our ancient Parliaments, ſo reverently upon all occaſions 
cited by the laſt : where every Engliſh man. may read with 
Joy theſe precious words. No free man may be arreſted or impri- 
ſened, but by due Proces of Law. No man ſhall be put out of his 
freehold by either the King himſelf , or any Commiſſioners þut every 
ones right to be tryed by a Fury of his equals. Of which happy-freed- 
om the Papiſts(who long ſince procured it for this Nation) enjoy 
not:now the leaſt ſhadow. | 
5. Ed.3.9. It is enatted that no man from hence forth ſhall be at- 
tached mpon any cccafion , nor his Lands , T enements, Goods , or 
( hattells Soul, againſt . the form of the great Charter or againſt the 
Law of the Land, To this regular form of proceeding Thieves and 
Robbers have a cleer and allowed right,only Papifts upon the ſingle 
account of Religion are altogether excluded. 

25. Ed.3.c.4. None # to be convitted of any offence, wnleſſe by -in- 
diltment, or preſentment of good, and lawfull men, where ſuch of- 
fence ts ſuppoſed to be done. This Juſtice every Murtherer can claim 
-and no Judge dare deny; only the Papiſt whom we can accuſe of no 
other crime ; then difrence of judgement in Religion , is forced 


to convit himſelf by tus own Oath, without the leaſt eolour of-any 


legal 
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legall Indi&ment,fo expreſly contrary to the known Lawes and an- 
cient liberties of this Nation. 
28.Ed.3.c.3. No man of what Condition or Eſtate ſoever ſhall be 
put out of his Lands or Tenement s without being brought to anſwer 
by due proces of Law. This priviledge the moſt triviall fellow,that 
zasbut a Cottage to hide his head in, may uncontrollably challenge, 
and God forbid it ſhould be refuſed him ; but then how is it rea- 
ſonable- that Recuſants ( many of them perſons of very confider- 
able, quality) be diſpoſſeſt of ſo great Eftates,upon their own en- 
Forced Oaths without any due proceſs of Law ? 
| 42. Ed. 3. cap.1. It is enatted that the great Charter ſhall be 
held, and kept in all points, and if any Statute be made to the contr a- 
r7 it ſhall be void, Nay fo great account have our wiſeſt Anceſtors 
-made of this Magna Carta, ſo carefully provided for its preſerva- 
tion and univerſall obſervance, that ir has no lefſe then 30 times 
beeniſolemnly confirmed by Authority of Parliament, as is at large 
declared in Sir Ed.Coke's 5. Report fol. 64.B. andiin his 8. Report 
ol.19.B. 
4 42. Ed.3.cap. 3. Itis EnaQted,T hat no man ſhall be put to anſwer 
without preſentment before 7 uſtices or matter of Record,or-by due pro- 
ces, according to the Law of the Land, and if any thing from hence- 
Forth be done to the contrary, it ſhall be void in Law and holden for 
error. No Court difallowes this advantage to the worſt of 
— - no Committee allowes it to the quieteſt of Recu- 
ants. | 
All theſe ſo excellent Lawes (ſuch as no People under Heaven 
enjoy) were made when the Legiſlative power was abſolutely in 
the hands of Papiſts; all theſe Priviledge(ſo high and extraordi- 
nary that they deſerve the name, rather of the Peoples Preroga- 
tives then their Liberties)the Papiſts obtain'd and eftabkſhd in their 
times,& carefully tranſmitted to their poſterities: All theſe wiſe and 
prudent Cautions ( which ſo ſafely fence and-preſerve our Com- 
mon Freedom from the encroachment of Arbitrary power ) were 
providently contrived by the Papiſts, and from themare happily 
deſcended upon us. And ſhall we now , ( having reform'd their 
Faich)) forget our own reaſon fo far, as: to deprive our Brethren 
of the benefit of thoſe Lawes, which their Fathers made, only be+ 
cauſe they reſemble them moſt in Religion # Shallwe ſo- far yeild 
to paſlion., -as utterly. deny them the -immmunities of their An- 
{ B 3 ceſtors-- 


2 


 ceſters- 2 Or can we poſlibly arrive at this degree of partialty , as 
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not permit the greateſt MalefaQor to be his own accuſer , and yet 
enforce the moſt peaceable Recuſant to be his own condemner ? 
Nay though the Thief ( arraign'd at-the Bar) confeſſe his guile, 
our Judges mercifully decline to condemn him, without fome Te- 
ſtimony of witneſſes : But if a Recuſant will not voluntarily both 
arraign and condemn himſelf, the praQtiſe of Haberdaſters Hall 
is, (without thinking of further proof ) immediatly to proceed to 
Execution. 

Nor was this tendernes towards the liberty of the ſubje& re- 
garded only in thoſe old dayes, but we have freſh Examples of a 
greater zeal and jealouſie, then ever thoſe times were acquainted 
with;For in the great Petition of Right ( 3.Car.) all theſe Statutes 
were particularly recited and earneſtly inſiſted upon by the Par- 
liament then afſembled. And yet a freſher inſtance is that of the 
laſt Parliament, who(in their AR for Regulation of the Privy 
Conncell and abolition of the Srar-chamber)did punQually repeat 
again all thoſe Statutes, and rely upon them as the Fundamentall 
and unchangeable Law of the Land. | : 

Beſides , whereas Copy-hold Eſtates by the ancient Lawes and 
Cuſtomes of this Nation, were never comprehended within the 
generall words of any A& of Parliament, which alters the inte- 
reſt of the Land or the Cuftome of the Mannor , to the prejudice 


either of Lord or Tennant, as is refolved in Sir £dw.Coke's ſecond 


Report,fol.8. Sir Fran. ore's Reports 199.428, &c. Becauſe no 


ſtranger can become Tennant of any Copyhoid Eſtate, without the 


Lords ſpeciall aſſent and admiſfion ; For which cauſe no Copy- 


holds were ever lyable ro any Execution of Srattes or Recogni- 


z4nces in debts or Formdon, nor were within the Statute of 2 Hey. 
5.cap.15. for Hereſy , nor were ſeizable within the Statute 29 
Eliz.cap.6. nor 3. ac.cap.4. for Recuſancy ; Yet ( contrary to 
this ancient fundamentall Law ) the Copyhold Eftates of eve 
ſuſpe&ed Recuſant are ſeized upon and ſequeſtred, although there 
be no Ordinance or A& of Parliament expreſly warranting any 
ſuch proceedings. | 

Thus have we clearly demonſtrated , that the onely courſe 
allowed by the Law for determination of all Controverſies , is 
the ordinary Proces by z/r:t in Civill Cauſes, and by indiftment 
1n Criminall and in both by Witneſſes and a Jury of the Neigh- 
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| bourhood, where the ſcene of the queſtion lies. And now we Malt 


fully ſatisfy our undertaking ,- if we can alſo prove 


That the late Parliament often exgaged by ſolemn Atts and 
Declarations to maintaine the Lawes of the Land. 
Herein it is impoſſible for any that can reade Engliſh, 
V ' to retain the leaſt doubt, when he has peruſed theſe few 
Citations. | 
26 May, 1642. The Lords and Commons declare, That they x18 c 
will ve very tender of the Lawes which they acknowleage to be the ſafe- le ions 
gard and cuſtody of all publique and private intereſt. + fol,267. 
23 Oftober 164.2. They further declare, That they muſt owne Ib fol.6 
it, as their duty, to wſe their beſt endeavonrs that the meaneſt of the 
Common-wealth may enjoy their own Birth-rights , Freedome and . 
Liberty of the Lawes of the Land, being equally entituled thereunts - 
with the greateſt Subjett. | 
- _November 1642. They further declare, That ſlavery muſt be 1g, y| 
the Peoples condition, if the two Houſes ſhould goe about to over- fol.694.. 
throw the Lawes of the Land and the property of every Mans 
Eſtate. ; | 
om May 1642. If ſuch things may be done by Law without due _— 
proces,the ſubjett hath a very poor defence,and a very [mall if any pro- ſbrrd. 
portion of property thereby. . 
17 April 1646. The Parliament declared', That they will not, Booke « 
nor any,by colour of any authority derived from them , ſhall interrupt ©:dinan 
the ordinary courſe of Fafbice. ces fol,87 

The Parliament declared, That they will preſerve unto the People 15 Funit, 
their Lawes, and will Govern by them. And before and after they 1547- 
ſeverall times declared , that. che Lawes of the Land are: the un-- 
aoubted birth-right and inheritance of the meaneſt Subjett. 

By a ſpeciall AR, the Parliament of England declared , That 9 Fibry 
they are fully. reſolved ro maintaine and preſerve the Fundamental "54*- 
Lawes of thus Nation, for and concerning the properties of the people 
with all things sncident therewunto. 

Now after all theſe Ordinances, who could be fo undutifull as to::. 
entertain the leaſt fear of being ever hereafter forc'd to accuſe him-- 
felf Upon theſe ſo many fo ſolemn Declarations, who could have 
excuſed thepreſumption and perverſneſs of his heart, if he:dared to - 
doubt of their obſeryance ; Eſpecially ſince the Parhamenr did not - 

| | ' proclaim: 


proclaim to us its. ſence by bare words, but advanced farther ro 
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ſevere Executions, and by the Example of the Earle of Serafford 
ſtrictly prohibited the introducement of any novelty in the prattice 
of the Law. Againft whom the Parliament in their third Article 
brought this charge, That he had proceeded ſummarily in the mat- - 
ter of the Lord Mont-Norrs ; And inthe ſixth Article, his ac- 
cuſation was, that he had diſpoſſeſt the Lord Moxt-Norri of his 
Lands by a ſammary proces contrary to Law ; And in the ſeaventh 
Article the like charge was againe repeated ; That hee-had depri- 


ved the Lady Hibbots of her poſſeſſions by a ſummary way of pro- 
ceeding. | | 

| Theſe miſdemeanours ( though not the only Crimes of which 
he was accuſed, yet) added ſuch a weight to bis other offences 
that altogether they ſunk him into his Grave. In the whole 
courſe of whoſe tryallI meet with nothing more worthy to be 
ſaid upon, then this conſideration ; That the Parliament did not 
ſo much urge againſt him the illegality , as the unlawfulneſſe of 
his proceedings , nor condemn him barely for want of a Com- 
miſtion or authority , but becauſe his Actions were in them- 
ſelves tirannicall, and dangerous encroachments upon the Funda- 


mentall Liberty of this Nation ; Yet he examined Witneſſes , but 
after a faſhion of his own deviſing, and left the common road of 
tryall by the verdict of a 7#ry. 

And can there be a more ſummary Proces, then to accuſe 
any whom we ſuſpe& of a Crime, and (unleſſe he immediatly 
ſweare himſelf unguilty ) immediately condemn him , as guilty > 


Can there be a more quick and cutting diſpatch, then in half an 
houre to turne a juſt owner out of his ancient poſſeſſion , becauſe 
he will not ſwear againſt his Conſcience ? and ( which is yet 
worſe) can there be a more compendious ( if not prepoſterous ) 
way, then firſt to ſeize upon and ſecure the Eſtate,and then hear 
the party ſpeak for himſelf ? Yet theſe are the expreſs Inſtruci- 
ons to the Committees for Sequeſtrations in the Year 1 6 4 3.: 
That where they find ayy dowbr- concerning any perſon whether - 
hee be comprehended within the ſaid Ordinance ( for Sequeſtra- 
tion ) they are to certify the ſame to the Committee of Lords 
and. Commons for that ſervice , and in the meane time to ſecure 
the Eſtate of ſuch perſons , untill they recerwve further In- 


ſtruttions. 
And 


And now when I conſider the Office of a Parliament, which is 
principally to reform the abuſes, that time (conſpiring with our 
corrupted nature) brings into the adminiſtration of the Lawes, 
when I conſider the my of the laſt Parliament, profeſſing ſo 
ſcrupulous and preciſe a reſpedt to the preſervation of our ancient 
Liberties : I cannot ſufficiently wonder from what cauſe this un- 
happy effe& ſhould flow, by which a free-born Engliſh-man is 
compell'd to be his own accuſer in matters of ſo tender a nature, 
as Conſcience and Religion, and of ſo high a concernment, as the 
utter impoveriſhment ofhimſelfe and his family ; Burt after a little 
ranging about ſoon diſcovered the fountain head in a dark.hol- 
low place, where three or four hundred ſprings of freſh water met 
together in one channell, of which, ſome having paſſed through 
hot and ſulphurous veines,quite changed the taſt and colour of the 
reſt, and the ſtormy weather of that ſeaſon quickly raiſed the 
whole ſtream into a fierce and violent current, whoſe fury ſoon 
broke the common banks and bore down all before it like a deluge. 

The truth of which Metaphor is as eaſily proved, as the ſence of it 
 underftoad; being no more then that the Introducer of this cruell 
| Oath, was an Ordinance haſtily huddled up in the deſtroying time 

of Presbytery and War. | 

For then it was, that where the people had thown in their Rings Auguft 
and Jewels, there came forth the golden {ovenart, before which all **43- 

the Nation muſt fall down and worſhip. - __ 

Then it was the Presbyter-Divines petitioned both Houſes for a ,89 404 

perfe& Reformation and ſettling of the Kirk Diſcipline and Claſ- 7u 19.16 
ſicall Government. Great Bc 

Then it was that penalties began to be impoſed upon all Refu- 2f O-di 
ſers of the Covenant,and none to bear Office but ſuch as had taken _ eo 
the Covenant ; nay all be puniſht as ſpyes, that deny'*d to take the 1,43. 
Covenant. Ordin. 

Not long after was publiſhed the Direfory or new Almanach 390. 39 
to pray by, taken out of the Ephemerides of Scotland, and calcula- = 7 6, 
ted for the Elevation of the new Kirk of England by the Aſſembly O wo 
of well wiſhers to Divinity. Ordi. 8 

Not long after were the Apocriphall Elders brought in, and Nuver bc 
Tyrannicall Claſſes ereted; Both the Houſes declaring their in- 25-44 
tentions to ſertle Religion in the purity thereof according to the © © 
Covenant? which ſurely was a miſtake in the Printer, to ſay Cove- g,, 4 
ant inſtead of the Ford of God. Thus plainly it appeares, _ 
| C te 
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the Precbyterian Starres (or Comets rather , by the ſhortneſſe 
and terrour of their blaze) raigned in the firmament of our State 
_ birth of this unlucky Oath of Abjuration, and long 
after. | 
The ſecond branch of the task I undertook was, That theſe ſud- 
'dain and ſharp proceedings of ſequeſtring upon the bare refuſal 
of an Oath, without any legal! proceſs, were occaſioned by the 
exigencies of the War ; an aſſertion moſt fully and evidently pro- 
ved by the firſt Ordinance againſt Delinquents and Papiſts ; In the 
preamble whereof the Lords and Commons (reciting the calami- 
ties of the War) declare, That all the ſequeſtred Eſtates ſpould be 
applyed tuwards the ſupportation of the great charges of the Common- 
wealth; And in the firſt I»fir#f;ons to the (ommittees, they are 
_—_ to uſe their beſt care and diligence for the ſpeedy execurti- 
on 0 
neceſfity and importance for the ſubſiſtence ofthe Army. And 
obſerving ſome {lownels in the Committee, the Earl of Zſancheſter 
(a Commander in chiefe) was empowred to execute that Ordi- 


nance; and the Sequeſtrators commanded to pay the money they 


raiſed,to the Committee of the Army. 
One other argument there is, that inclines me to believe the 


Parliament intended this Ordinance only as a proviſion in thoſe - 


diſtracted times, and- not as a ſtanding Law for ever ; elſe ſurely 
they would never have put into their Commiſſion ſo ſlight a thing 


asa Bayliff of a Corporation. Were it handſome that the Mayor- 


of Rifong ſhould come down from thatching ſome. triviall Ale- 
houſe, to tender the Oath of Avjuration to the noble Earle of 
eArandel{ ? or indeed how ſhould a common tradeſman (whom 
without breach of charity we may ;preſume can neither write nor 
read) know what he does, when he commands others to forſwear 


fach hard long words, as Supremacy, Purgatory, and Tranſubſtan-. 


#5ation ? what ſhall we (that accuſe the Papiſts of blind obedi- 
_ fay to our ſelves, when our very leaders are ſo ſhort-figh- 
beao 

Tis true, all theſe fair and juſt exceptions are-fully anſwered by 
this one word Neceſſity, a Heteroclyte that hath no Rule,no Law, 
and therefore, as it is without Law, to be- judged without Law. ;But. 
then: at-leaſt \ic IIS Law .#ntoit ſelfe, that is, confined 


thereforeduring the furiqus violence and careir-of: war, uct fum- 
MALY, 


the Ordinance for Sequeſtration, as being a matter of great 


ercinthere is a true and: reall neceſlity , ..and. 
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, (17). | 
mary proceedings (to prove without Witneſs and condermn-with- 
out Jurors) might eaſily find excuſe, but being reftored now te 
a perfe& calm aud univerſall peace, we are certainly obliged to re- 
turn again to the known Engliſh tryall by /»#dif#wext-and Conv 
on, and not continue ſtill throwing our neighbours goods aver- 
board,ſo long after the ſtorm is ended. 

If any objeR, though the reaſon of Neceſſity remains now. ne 
longer, ſince the gates of yeſtminſfter Hall are open, and the old; 
crowd of Suitors march peaceably there under the Scotch Colowys ; 
yet the Supream Authority of the Nation is bound to render no 
other account of their As, then the French King of his EdiQs, 
which alwayes cloſe with this Frank and reſolute Feriod, Car tel eſt 
woſtre plaifer. 

I reply, firſt, That ſuch ObjeRion ſeemes rather to accuſe the 
Government of Tyranny, then faithfully defend its Authority ; 
no ſound approaching ſo nigh Antipathy to an Engliſh Eare, as 
that of being under an abſohute and unlimited Mafter,whether that 
boundleſle and uncontrollable Power be lodged in the ſingle perſcr 
of a King or the ww/riplyed of a Councill. 

When by the change of circumſtances, any Law becomes unfit 
to be continued, we are not forbidden to repreſent, even to the 
higheſt Powers,our reaſons for a Repeale; if we carry our Addref- 
ſes with ſuch regard, that they appeare to intend a Reformation of 
the Errour, not corre@ion of our Superiors. 

In which reſpe&,never did any Parliament give fuch high hopes 
of a thorow redreſs,as that which lately fate, by erecting ſo caretu}- 
ly thoſe two grand Committees for regulating the Law and prope: 
cating the Eoſpel,by inviting ſo ſolemnly all that would offer 
their propoſalls to come into their affiftance. And as the whole 
Nation remains infinitely bound to the ſolicitude of the Army,for 
whoſe ſatisfaction both thoſe Committees were eſtabliſh'd : So are 
we all no leſs oblig'd to the Zeal of the General, by whoſe perſo- 
nall preſence every day at that of Religion it received ſo great 
Countenance andEncouragement. And therefore I ſhall not enter- 
tain the leaſt ſuſpition that theſe few thoughts of mine ſhould be- 
get any offence, ſince they aim only to propoſe the unſuitablengſs 
of this new uncharitable Oath of Abjuration to the ancient and beſt 
Lawes of the Land. 2 | 

Even the Pope admits his Subje&s (when they apprehend ſome 


errour in the proceedings) to appeale from himſelfe miſ-infor- 
C2 med, 


(18) 


© . med, to himſelfbetterinformed and yet we call his abſolute neſs, a 


Tyranny,and their obedience, blindneſs. How much more then ma 
thoſe true lovers of their Countreys happineſs promiſe themſelves 

ſecurity, if not acceptance from the Parliament, who either by 
humble Petition or other modeſt and untumultuous way repreſent 
to their conſideration any miſ-practiſeor inconvenience, which in 
time might prove a dangerous precedent to the juſt liberties of 
their Country. 

What ever the Supream Authority of a Nation may by abſo- 
late prerogative command, yet the Supream Authority of this 
hath alwayes diſclaim'd ſuch Arbitrary Dominion, as Tyrannicall, 
and often engag'd by moiſt ſolemn' Declarations for the perpetual} 
continuance to the people of the Lawes they are acquainted with ;. 
amongſt which as there is none more fundamentall gnd ſingular to 
the Nation, then the ancient tryall by Witneſſes and Verdict, ſo 
we ſhall ſtill endeavonr to make more evident ſo important a 
truth, by propoſing 


A ſhort Paralell betweene this Oath of Abjuration 
axd that Ex Officio. 


| pt. 1640, I* the grand Petition ſigned by the 9, Lords, and preſented to 


the late King at York, we find this recorded as one of the 
principall grievances; That many innovations in Oathes and Ca- 
ons had beene lately impoſed upon the (lergy and other his Majeſties 
Subjefts, &c. In redreſle of which miſchievous encroachment up- 
on our jult libertyes, the late long Parliament enacted ; That no 
perſon exerciſing any Eccleſraſticall Power or Authority ſhall ex Of- 
ficio or at the inſtance or promotion of any perſon whatſoever urge, 
enforce, tender, give, or miniſter to any perſon whatſoever any Oath, 
whereby he ſhall or may be charged to confeſſe or accuſe himſelfe of 


any crime, offence, delinquency, miſdemeanour, matter or thing, by 


reaſon whereof he foall or may be lyable to any penalty or puniſhment 

whatſoever. 
Before which Statute (viz. 1607.) the unreaſonableneſs and 
Wegality of that Oath had been clearly convinced: by a learned 
reatiſe of Oaths purpoſely written againſt it, as alſo by M. Fuller 
in his arguments at the then Kings Bench againſt fome branches 
of the High Commiſſion Court, both which mo their points ſo 
efficacioully, that the grievances they oppoſed were unanimoully 
CON= 


t 


ts 


eondemn'd as intollerable abuſes. And certainly no Mathemati- 


call Demonſtration can bear a higher and clearer evidence, then 
that the principall reaſons (which I have here colle&ted our of both 


thoſe Treatiſes) againſt that Oath Ex Officio are more ſtrongly ap- 


piable to this of eLbjuration. 

Thus then they begin their juſt charge upon that unjuſt Oath. 
Firſt, That contrary to the Law of Nature and the Fundamentall 
Lawes and Cuſtoyes of this Nation, the party examined is thereby 
forced to ſweare againſt himſelfe in a criminal cauſe before he knows 
his Accaſer and conſequently compel to be inſkrumentall to his owne 
puniſhment. This was condemned in the beginning of the /aft 


Parliament with infinite applauſe, as a moſt unſufferable Tyran- - 


ny ; but the Oath of Abjaration far exceeds it, even in its two 
worſt qualities, cruelty and illegality.Every Recufant (whoſe Con- 
ſcience cannot down with the Oath) being unavoidably necellita- 
ted either to ruine his Soul by taking it againſt Conſcience, or his 
Eſtate by loſs of two thirds, ifhe retuſe it: Wherein there is one 


circumſtance practiſed, that raiſeth this Oath to a moſt exorbitant. 


unconſcionableneſs; For as to thoſe, whoſe Judgements take any 
other road, as Antinomians, Socinians, or even 7ewes,their courſe 
is ſmooth and free, but if we eſpy one whom we gueſs to be a 
Papiſt, and whoſe Conſcience we think is not plyant and nimble 
enough to. leap over the block,then preſently this break-neck Oath 
of eAbjuration is Clapt in his vaay ; againſt which our own hearts 
(if we but lay our hands upon them) will tell us, he muſt neceſſa- 
rily either ſtumble into a deerate poverty, or ( which is worſe) 
fall down-right into a damnable perjury. 

The Oath Ex Officio was aver'd to be a meer Alien, introduc'd 
by the Prelates, upon pretext of purging their Provinces of ſeduc'd 
people ; but indeed to maintain their Hierarchy and tyrannize over 
the Conſciences of all diſſenters contrary to Law: and Equity ; This 
of Abjuration 184 greater ſtranger, never heard of till 164.3,when 
the Presbyterian faction thought it a fit engine to- skrew up their 
intended Kirk-tyranny. 

By the Oath Ex Officio, wen were examined xpon captions queſti- 
ons concerning their very Thoughts, to the ſifting and ranſacking of 
their Hearts and Conſciences, and were therein ſubjefted to a farre 
greater T yranny then that of the Spaniſy Inquiſition, which extends 
to words and ations onely. This of Abjuration compells even 
woren and illiterate perſons poſitively to renounce (by meer ad- 

C3 venture 
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venture or implicite Faith) many controverſiall Docrines, a- 
bout which the greateſt Divines of Exrope have ſo long diſputed, 
and are like perhaps never to agree; Nor is this Oath contented 
with a modeſt and ſimple profeſling, that they do not believe there 
is a Pxrgatory: but abſolutely exacts of them to ſwear down right 
there is none, in the laſt period of the Oath, where they are en- 
forced, to abjure and renounce all Dottrines in affirmation of the ſaid 
points. For my part, asI thinke it a wilde conceit, to held there 
15s anew World in the Moon; SoI am ſure itis a deſperate pre- 
ſumption poſitively to ſwear the contrary. 

That Oath Ex Offcio (being commonly tendered to ſneh as ave 
ſuSpetted guilty of the crimes, whereof they are to cleer themſelves by 
their own Oath, or otherwiſe to undergo a penalty) muſt in all pro- 
bbility be an occa ſion of frequent perjaries, to the loſſe not only of 
many Seules, but to the great abuſe of the name and majeſty 4 God. 
This of Abjzration expoſes men to the ſame danger, and God to 
the ſame diſhor.our; And beſides hath been ſo far from ever gai- 
ning any true convert to the Proteſtant Religion, that it hath made 
many ſwear away that little Religion they had, and ever after pro- 
feſſe none : For ſuch indifferent and luke-warme Papiſts, as take 
this Oath, uſually ſay, they will rather truſt Ged with their Soules 
then the (ommon-wealth with their eſt ates. 

Whence certainly it was that the famous Judge, Sir F dard 
Coke , breaks out into this complaint ; Experience now proveth , 
the Conſciences of men are grown ſo large, that the refpeft of their 
private intereſts and commodities doth for the moſt part induce them 
to perjury. According to which he there ſers it down for a Rule, 
that, to ſwear in a mans owne caſe 1s frequently in this Age, the 
Dewvills precipice, whereby to throw men headlong into Hell. And 
yet to theſe ſtraits (which my heart even bleeds to think) hath 
this cruell Oath of Abjaration driven all Recuſants, live they never 
ſo peaceably and unoffenſively ; This dangerous ſnare (for it de- 
ſerves no milder name, ſince we never think of endeavouring by 
any rationall motives to perſwade them out of their errours) lyes' 
continually before their feet to entrap them. Where is our charity 
to Chriſtians, profeſſing the ſame Saviour, and believing the ſame 


Scriptures, with our ſelves? Where is our Juſtice to neighbours, 
equally entitled by their birthright ro the ſame freedom with our . 


ſelves? Is the extraordinary Liberty , we held forth to all the 


World, ſhrunk into this narrownefile, that any peaceable _ 
who 


who profeſſes the Goſpell of Chrift (though in ſome things miſta- 
ken) ſhould by us be compel'd to this ſad neceſfity, either of ab- 
ſolute forſwearing himſelf, or utter impoveriſhing his family, 
which in plain Engliſh ſignifies (T tremble co utter it) eirher De- 
vill take his Soul, or Sequeſtrator his Eſftate.I acknowledg this a very 
barſh expreflion, but he chat reflets upon the generall procee- 
dings bitherto with Recuſants, that we appoint no godly and 
.Sifted men to convert them, but only Committeemen to ru- 
ine. them , will I feare finde too much truth in my words. 
Upon occaſion of the Oath Zx Officiv, a learned Member 
moved in Parhament , ( December, 1640.) That the Law might 
puniſh, not make Offenders ; That words and ations might be [ub- 


Jett to Law, but thoughts be free. Another of the ſame learning and- 


dignity (in a ſpeech in Parliament againſt. the Oath Zx Officts) 
ſet upon it this publique Brand, That it was grown monſtrous, and 
become indeed wo other then Carnificina Conſcientix. Upon .the 
ſame ground was built the fourth Article of the charge againſt the 
Biſpop of Bath and Wells, that he queſtioned one Maſter James 4 
Miniſter of hjs Divceſſe,nos only for matters of outward fat,but like- 
wiſe concerning ſecret thoughts. 

All which extream and unſufferable inconveniences I confeſſe 
are ſo evidently appliable to the Oath of Abjaration, that you 


need but:only change names, to make them ny true of either, . 
eſt 


except that in the one both far more- difficult queſtions are requi- 


;red, and far greater penalties impoſed, whereas in the other, the 


point in doubt was very eaſie to reſolve, whether you had ſlept 
with your neighbours wife, and the puniſhment a little peece of: 
money to repair Pals. | 
And certainly it was with refletion upon this Oath of Ab- 
jaration,. that the learned Maſter Hobbs fayes, There is another 
- erreur, to extend the power of the Law (which ,zs the Rule of attions 
.. onJy) to the bare thaughts and Conſciences of men, by examination 
and inquiſition of what they hold ; whereby. men are either puniſhza 
for their very thoughts, or conſtrained tg anſwer an untruth for fear 
of puniſhment ; By which meanes they are forced to accuſe themſelves 
of their opinions, which 1s againſs the Law of Nature. 


Nor doth this Oath of Abjuration exgort the ſecret thoughts: 
--only,. but compells:the renouncing of ſome poſitions, which (in- 


the opinion of-.divers. venerable writers). are , more receivable , 


- then.the Dodrine.of ſome.ayomed Proteſtants, I 1aſtance inthe - 
54 PoInc. 
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point of Tra»ſubſtantiation (one of the Articles to be abjured ) 
Incon- which (a)Catvin fayes is more rationa!l then the DoErine of Con- 
w.dere ſubſtantiation, and yet this the Lxtherays (our brethren) unani- 
ram. mouſly hold. (6) Hoiinian (another Proteſtant writer ) ſayes the 
" 24P- ike; And (c) Beza acknowledges Tranſubſtantiation to be an 
P +. 2, inevitably conſequent of the Doctrine of the Reall preſence, which 
iftor Sa- all Lutherans maintain, and is not againſt this Oath. | 
am, fol, How then comes it to paſſe that the Reall preſence in the Lords 
T4. Supper may be lawfully, at leaſt ſafely maintained, which many 
- "" Proteftants herein England do, and all Lutherans every where; 
216, Yerunder moſt ſevere penalties the intrinſick belief of 7 ra»ſub- 
| ſtantiation muſt be abjur'd, whick (in the judgement of thoſe fa- 
mous Reformers) is an inevitable conſequence of it, and more 
rationall, then the opinion of Con/ubſtantiation, yet this may be 
defended without being ſubject to the leaſt queſtion ; Nay more, 
there is no Oath nor penalty againſt the pbl:que profeſſing of Con- 
[ubſtantiation,no nor againſt the pablick prattiſe according to that 
opinion, and yet the very inward bekef of Tranſubftantiation is 
made ſo heinous a crime, ſo ſeverely puniſhable, that they who are 
but lookers on, and only ſee the burthens laid upon refuſers of 
this Oath, feel in their breſts a certain inſtin& by which they pro- 
reſt themſelves ſecretly and ſtrangely enforc'd to grieve and ſigh at 
the cruell and rigorous proceedings even of their own Party. 

And that this compaſtion towards ſufferers, upon the account of 
Religion, riſes not ſo much from ſoftneſſe of Nature, as from the 
tenderneſſe of the Spirit, will certainly finde an eaſie belief, if, in 
ſtead ofa flock of tame and weeping women, we can pick out an 
Army of victorious Soldiers, whoſe courage neither knows to 
tear the face of ſuch as threaten war, nor conſcience endures to 
force the heart of thoſe that will live in peace ; Of which too evi- 
dent truths, ifany «deny the firſt, let him read their - paſt viRto- 
ries ; if doubt of the ſecond, I deſire him to peruſe their follow- 


ing : 
DECLARATIONS. 


Ow to the comfort and even-amazement of the Spirit, let us 
contemplat the conſtant pious intentions held forth by the 


Army. No ſooner had their many viQories rendred them the ter- 
ror 


ror of the World, (our own as feaffully as neighbouring Nations 
cxpeIg what great defigne of blood they next would en- 


' Declaration of the Parliament, promiſing a proviſion for tender Pcclacai 


TH9y - OW 


terprize)but they threw aſide the cruelty and oftentation of Cop- 
queſt, and took into themſelves the bowells of mercy; They pre- 
Cathy look*d round about them on their aflited Chriſtian Bre- 
thren : and, knowing nothing more precious, nothing more com- 
fortable to the — then liberty of conſcience, by their fre- 
quent Declarations to the World, and zealous addreſſes to the 
late Parliament, they manifeſted how unalterable they were in 
their holy Princples. No licentious avarice emboldned them to 
divide the {poile,' no wantonneſle provoked them to furfeit with 
the fruit of the Land they had ſubdued ; So far from growing in- 
ſolent with ſucceſle, that even their enemies have confeſt, There 
was never in any age known ſo great a modeſty in ſo continned a 
victory, nor ſuch excellent diſcipline in a conquering Army. Their 
own intereſt never regarded by themſelvs,only to improve the qui- 
et & repoſe of the Conſciencious, was their endeavour, which they 
purſued with ſo religious a noble courage, that they took theirlives 
into their bands, and with the greateſt hazard to ſelf-preſervati- 0 
on, removed that Power which grew floathfull, and halted in 
the way of Godlineſſe, and have moddel'd fuch a Government, | 
as ſhall intend chiefly to give balfome to the many wounds of 
the afficed. This relief is the expeRation and hope of many 
Conſciences how in anguiſh and tribulation , who cannot but with 
comfort remember, how the Army ever had that compaſſion 
which the Clergy wanted , and the Millitary piety hath beene 
ſtill eminent above the Civill or Eccleſiaſtick. What their god- 
lineſſe will be, we cheerfully and confidently expe&t; what hi- 
therto it hath, theſe enſuing Expreſſions will declare. | 
It was humbly deſired by the Army ; That (according to the Armirs 


on 14.14 


Conſciences) there might be ſome effettuall comrſe taken accordin nj 
to the intent thereof), and that ſuch, as upen conſcientious A "309.0y 
differ from the eſtabliſhed formes, may not for that be debarred from | 
the common rights, libertie and benifits equally belonging to all, 
as Members of the Common-wealth, whileſt they live ſoberly and im M1... 
offenſively to others , and peaceably nd faithfully to the Stare. ofthe Al 
| Likewile,T hat ſufficient care be taken for the liberty and protefion my prin: 

of thoſe, who cannot ſubmit to the externall worſhip of this Nation, *: Oxfor | 
though otherwiſe conformable to the civill power and authority thereof. _ 7. 
| | "a " They 25% 
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mys _Theydefired, That an Aft might be paſſed totaks away all (c- 

ral” eycive Power extending to any (+vill penalties upon any, for matters 

i Avg of Conſcience ; and expreſly, That Papifts be ſubje& to puniſhment, 

<7, oxcly for aiſturbing the State, and that men may not be compelled ts 


(als, 16- that all Orders and Ordinances to that pmrpoſe may be repealed. 
prenber That none may be compelled by penalties to anſwer to queſtions ten- 
4 s ding toaccuſe themſelves; And that conſideration might be had of 
geto, all Statutes and Ordinances, impoſing any Oaths, and that they might 
| be either repealed or at leaſt ſo qualified, that they might nc: extend 
or peg rnd to the muleſtation or puniſhment of | Religions and 
peaceable people for non-conformity to fixed formes, bounds, and li- 
mits, thereby to.confine Gods holy Spirit ; as if Religion conſiſted more 


then in power and vertue according to the Goſpel. 
Againe, T hat matters of Religion and the wayes of Gods worſhip 
acee- are not by them intruſttd to any humane power, becauſe therein they 
Eny, Cannot remit or exceede 4 tittle of what their conſciences diflate un- 
Is 6h to chem, to be the word of God, without wilfull ſinne : nevertheleſſe 
47- the publique way of inſtratting the Nation, ſo it be not compulſive, 
ge9. referredto the diſcretion of the Parliament. | 
His Excellency and Council of War declare, That the Covenant 
vrdGen, be not enforced, nor any —_— impoſed on the Refuſers, whereby 
omwe's men might be-conſtrained to take it againſt their judgements, but that 
eclarati- aff Oraers © Ordinances to that purpoſe might be repealed That con- 
1647. fideration be had of Statutes, Laws & C uftomes of Corporations,impo- 
& 19:13 ſing anjOaths,& that they may be either repealed or ſo qualified,that 
| they may: not extend or-be conftrued; to the moleftation.or enſnaring of 
Religious & peaceable People, meerly for a non-conformity inReligion.. 
-" things may not be contended for, much lefſe may the doftrines of Faith- 
ardGen- (which-are the works of Grace andthe Spirit) be endeavoured by un- 
clarit. /24;table meanes :. He that bids us contend. for the Faith once deli- 
. March", red to the Saints, tells 1s we ſhould doe it by. building up our 
22.3, Jetverin the maſt haly. Faith, not pinning it uponother mens ſleeves, 
keeping ourſelves inthe love of God, not deſtroying men, becauſe they- 
will not. be of our faith, &c. - . | 
As for the people (ſpeaking of Ireland”) what thoughts they haue 
_. nmattersof. Religion in their owne breaſt, I cannot reach, but thinks- 
it wy duty, if they malke homftly and: peaceably,, not toccanſe themin: 


icir Pro- take any Oath againſt their judgement and conſciences , but © 


in ſuch outward formes awd rites, according to the manner of Moles, 


Again his Excellency thus learnedly and religiouſly, If outward 


the: © 


[1 
ts Y 


the leaFt degree to ſuffer for the ſame, but to endeavour to walke patio. : : 


- wark,, tothe Parliament, in theſe words, That they would exempt 1648, 


. dangers, And in the endeavour that every Conſcience may have a 


ently, and in love towards thens; to ſee if at any time it ſhall pleaſe 
God to gyve them another or a better minde. 0 -i ll 
And in a Letter to the then Governour of Roſſe in 1reland, his x,,,4 G 
Excellency (ſpeaking of Religion) ſayes, He meddles not with any Lerner 
mans Private Conſcience. | OFAob, i 
; The Army further declare, That they doe not impower or intruſt \q 
their Repreſentatives to continue in Force or maks any Lawes,Oaths, he arg 
or (ovenants, whereby to compell by penalties or otherwiſe, any perſon. April16 
to any thing, in or about matters of Faith, Religion, or Gods worſhip, Pag 
or to reſtraine any. perſon from the profeſſion of hes Faith, or excerciſe 
of Religion, according to his Conſcience. Or to puniſh any perſon for 
refuſing to anſwer to queſtions in criminal nents 
Theſe Declarations ofthe Army were ſeconded by a Petition , .. 
from the Cityes of Londen and Weſtminſter, & Burrough of Soxth= (7070 


matters of Religion and Gods worſvip from the compullve and reſt ri- 
Five power of any authority upon earth, and referre them to the ſ#- 
pream power of Almighty God. And that the Parliament would not 
proceed in making Ordinances,or Lawes,or in appointing puziſoments 
concerning upinions, wherein themſelves may eaſily be miſtaken, &C. 

On all oporcunities, thus hath the Army declared what was the 
light they walk'd by in the dark thorny wayes of their precedent 


comfortable repoſe, they continue conſtant ſtill, and vigorous ; 
Nor can there be the leaſt ſuſpition-of ſtraying from theſe religi- 
ous Principles, having for their Guide, his Excellency, who hath 
fought his enemies as much into confuſion, by an unexampled re- 
gularity of manners, and holy encouraging to piety, by frequent 
exhortations, tears, and prayers, as by the ſharpneſle ot his ſward, 
anda courage ever invincible. 20 
Our next Progreſle ſhall be to evince the truth and holineſfe of 
theſe principles of theArmy,againſt the enforcing ofOaths,& coer- 
tion in Religion, to be clearlyeftabliſh'd upon that ſure foundation 
THE LAW OF &aD. | 
(EE three words, being of greater weight then threethon- 
ſand volumes of mens Diſcourſes,I ſhall content my ſelfe,and 
hope to content my Reader with the citation of theſe few Texts; 
One wirneſſe ſhall not riſe up againſt a man. for any ini- : 
quity, fault, &c. (much lefſe ſhall a man riſe up againſt —_—_ Deny 
: D2 -,-- 
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| Y. 
but in the month of two or three witneſſes ſhall the matter be eſtabl;- 
feed; which Rule is confirmed in the Goſpel, 7» the mouth of two or 
16.. three witneſſes ſhall every word be eſtabliſhed, And our Lord Chriſt 
himſelfe ſaid to the woman accuſed of Adultery, pphere be thy ac- 
"il, Ccuſers if they condemn thee not,neither do I. In the proceedings upon 
this Oath of Abjzration, there is no accuſer, no witneſle; the party 
himſelfe muſt be borh againſt himſelf; and what can be more oppo- 
tire to Scripture, then fuch enforcement ? 

And that carnall men, and they, who build on the Anthority of 
Academick learning, may ſee how abhorring to truth all force and 
violence offered to the Conſcience is: let their patience go a little 
forward and finde what have been 


The Opinions of tht moſt eminent Divines i 
the Reformed Churches. Wa, 


- Ca. Ne” are to be compelled to profeſſe the true Religion, by impriſon- 
4. ment or loſſe of goods ; The Magiſtrate onght to force no man 
ome toſubſcribe Articles concerning Religion, but that us to be left to the 
E vangel, grace of God in every one, as the Lord ſhall dirett. | 
A The Magiſtrate miſuſes his power, if he impoſe Lawes upon our 
Conſciences; For Paul did not ſubjett the Confciences of Chriſtians 
to hamane Lawes, but ts the Ordinances of God, 
\&sind AMMen are to be perſwaded to Religion by reaſon, not compelled there- 
ol.1630. ynto by punifiment : The —_ allowes not the Law of compulſion 
3 tr. Fo be put upon the Conſcience, but only of councell and exhortation. 
Licall The Scripture commanas, that they who are weake in faith are to 
fol. 90. be borne withall, untill the Lord ſhall reveale unto them all ſuch 
| things wherein they are ignorant, and in the meane while they ought 
to be inſtrutted, not puniſhed. | 

All men erring fem the true Religion are to be reclaimi'd by father- 
Synrag. {y exhortations, hearing the word, and good inſtruttions, not by force 
.c1.65. &- violence.T he Lord hath definitively declared that the Magiſtrates 
miu it are nt fit 7udges in matters of Religion,and therefore hathrinterditted 
ran-fol. ,5,-1z all uſe of ſuch furudittion, anareſerved it to bimſelfe , who at 
d wi the laſt day by his Angels ſpall ſeparate the T ares from the Wneat. 
fal.g77. - God alone us Lord of the Conſcience, and hath left it free from the 

' Doftrines and Commandements of men; which are in any thing beſide 

bly of his Word in matters of Faith : ſo that to believe ſuch Dottrines, or to 
's Cont. cbey ſuch Commands out of Conſcience,is to betray our liberty of Con- 


o ſefl.z feience, and the requiring of an abſolute obedience, us to deſtroy Ieber- 


in loc. 
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xy of (onſcience ana Reaſon alſo. Faith: 


— 


guments, drawn from reaſon, or from ſomething which men beleeve ich fo. 


ſeth, We 


' Chriſt,and perſwad: men to ſubmit themſelves thereunto, and by pre- 


wi Poa. 
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* Faith hath no relation unto, nor dependency at all upon compulſion 
and commandement, but onely upon certainty and probability of argu- 


already : Therefore the Miniſters of Chriſt mm this world have no 
power to puniſh any for not beleeving ; ſince Paul himſelfe profeſ- 
have no dominion over your faith. Faith (both in reſpect 
of the ObjeFt and of the Aſſent) being the free gift of God ; which ſan Ephel, 2, 
can neither give nor take away by promiſe of rewards nor menace of 
tortures. T here us no coercive power left by our Saviour upon earth in Eql. 163. 
matters of Religion, but ontly a power to proclaim the Kingdome of 


1 Coriat 
Fl. 2718 


cepts good counſel to teach them that have ſubmitted what to do,that 
thy may be received into the Kingdsme of God when it comes, &c. 
'9. Eliz. in her owne private judgement often declared , That ſp2 Camden 
never thought it fit that the Canfirnres of her Subjetts ought to be Annis15 
enforced ; atbeit the Biſhops prevailed with her againſt her own jud;- f - , by 
ment to the contrary. wo 
Nothing is more againſt Religion,then to force Religion For as Paul Me. bU 
[aith,the weapons of Chriſtian warfare are nit carnal; Humane vio- 
tence may make men conaterfeit but cannot make them beleeve,and © os hs 
therefore fit for nothing but to breed Form without, and Atheiſme 
within; and infinite prejudice to th: Kingdom? of (hriſt, and conſe- 
quently to the propagation of the GoSp:1 doth follow thereby. Such 
who have their portions in this life, who ſerve ns higher State, thes 
England, nor this neither any farther then they ſerve themſelves, 
who think of no other happineſſe, but the preſervation of their owne 
Fortunes in this world, ani of noother neanes to preſerve States but 
haman policy, and beleeve no other Creed , but Regi aut Civitati 
imperium habenti, nihil 1njuſtum quod utile,. ſuch ir may become to- 
maintaine by worldly power, ani violence their State-inſtrument 
Religion; But thy, who are indzed ſervants an4 lovers of Chriſt, 
know, that to n9 State any thing can be profitable, which is unjuſt 
and that nothing can be more evideatly unjuſt, then to force men to 
the profeſſion of ſuch points of Relirimn, which they beleeve not. 

' They who run into extream?s 18 poſition to the Church of Rome, M Chil. 
they who put downe the Iatallivility of the Church of Rome, and ſer Preface,s 
up th:ir owne, th:y who d:claine againſt the tyranny of that Church, 
ani themſelv2s bxerciſe as great or greater over others, are the men. 
that giv? th: (mc of R:m2 the greateſt advantage ; whereas men 
of more moderate fpirits, ſuch as require of Chriſtians: to beleeve on:ly- 
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Sg Chriſt, upon ſuch as theſe the Church of Rome eannet tell how ts 
loo. faſten. Dor can it be any way advanrageous to the Civill State that 
© Aden, without warraut from Ged, ſhowld nſurp a Tyranme over other 
mens conſciences, and preſcribe unto them without reaſon, and 
ll -179, ſometimes againſt reaſon, what they ſpould beleeve ; we therefore are 
' willing to leave all men to #heir liberty, provided they improve it wot 
to a tyranne ever others. 7 | 
Mts | Tow preſumptuous impoſing of the ſenſes of men upon the words of 
Ged, and the ſpeciall ſenſes of men upon the generall words of God, and 
laying them upon mens conſciences together under ſevere penalties; the 
deifying of mens owne interpretations, and tyrannically impoſing them 
pon others, the reſtraining of the underſtanding of men, wherem © | 
Chriſt aud his Apoſtles left thens free, us and hath been the only Foun- | 
tain of the Schiſmes of the Chnrch.T akg away this perſecuting of men 
for not ſubſcribing to the words of wen, as the wards of God; require of 
Chriſtians only to beleeve Chriſt ; In a word, take away Tyrannie 
(which is the Devills inſtrument ts ſupport Errors )and reſtore (hri- | 
ſtians to their juſt and fall liberty, and it may well be hoped by Gods | 
bleſſing, that univerſal liberty, thus moderated, may quickly reduce 
{ hriſtendome to truth & unity,the contrary effetts whereof happen by + 
al.198. the tyranwous impoſition of opinions upon other mens Conſciences, _ | 
whereby they are, as it were grievoſly exulcerated. | 
ell the power of the world 8s neither fit to convince , nor able to 
compell a mans conſcience to conſent to any thing ; indeed worldly 
terror may prevaile ſo far, as to male men profeſſe a Religion, which 
they beleeve net ; (uch men, who kyow not that there 1s a Heaven pro- 
vided for Martyrs, and a Hell for thoſe that diſſemble ſuch Truths 
45 are neceſſary to be profeſſed; But to force any man to beleeve what 
he kaows n»t,or any honeſt-man to diſſemble what he doth believe ,ifGod 
commands him to profeſſe it, or to profeſſe what he doth not beleeve, 
all the {words 3n the world are too weak, with all the pawers of Hell ta 
| aſ[/ift them. 
pl. 16, It is a damnable fin for any man to profeſſe an error againſt his 
Conſcience, though the error in it ſelfe and to him that beleeves it 
be not damnable ; Nay the profeſſion not only of an error but of 4 
truth , if nut beleeved, is a mortall ſin, anleſſe hypocriſie and 
dilſimulation in Religion be not ſo, , 
If a Papiſt be convinced or perſwaded in conſcience, that the Pro- 
'9*  teſtant Religion 5s irroneons, the profeſſion of it though in it ſelfe moſt © 
; true, would be to him damnable. See his Reaſons, fel.132. | 
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Law or Common Reaſon, in ancient or moderne Afts of Parliament, 
in the Declarations of the Army (when ſucceſſe had left them n6 
employment bur their piety) in the Opinions of the moſt Learned 
Reformed Divines, and above all in the Law of Ged; ' And the cha 
rity owe my afflicted Brethren hath forc'd me. to communicate 
this tothe Godly and Religious, that they may with compaſſion 
reflet on thoſe who eat their Bread moiftned with their Teares, 
and weep over their Houſez, become deſolate, becauſe rhey would 
keepup their Conſciences from ruine.. | 
T have colleRed this for information of ſuch, who have bowels, 
and diſdain a glory or benefir that may rife by treading on their 
necks,who ſuffer'only for Religion; Who (if they err) err to their 
own temporall prejudice, and can in their error have no deſign of 
fleſh and bloud; Whom diſcover'd to have any conſpiracy againſt 
Government 1 would have molt ſeverely puniſhed, & whom quiet 
and inoffenſive in praQiſe of their own Conſcieaces, I would have 
pittied and relieved ; And this I ſeriouſly deſire all religious ſpirits 
ro wejgh'1n their moſt godly and moſt prudent rhoughts ; That 
looking back on the laſt hundred years, they ſhall finde every ſub- 
verſion of Government in this Nation Ceichix Papall, Prelaticall, 
or Ptesbyterian) to have bin wrought by a too rigorous coerti- 
on of the Confcience ; Religion ever falling dowt: t6 the duft, 
when it leanes too much on the weak treacherous Prop of humane 
Policy, or endeavours to ftand only by puniſhment of. their bre- _ 
thren, modeſtly diſfenting in ſome opinions. SF 
And why may not I with an humble boldneſs lay down theſe Ob-* 
fervations at the door of the ſupream Antority the Parliament, &c.. 
now ſitting at weſtminſfter ? Why may I not ſolicite their 
mercy ( by contemplating , what a: ſeries of providerices have 
ſettkd'them in the preſent Power, and redeemed theif Coriſciences 
from a deſign'd ſlavery) to take into their firſt conſideration. the-- 
deplorable condition of the-moſt oppreſs'd- people im the world ?- 
Why may not'thetſeverity of the Eternall. Juſtice; executed'on for- 
mer Governements, mfſtru& them to- meekneſs towards their Bre-- 
thren in fach a ſad forlorn affiiction ?: and. thereby -preſerve them-- 


ſetves and their ſucceſfors to- a continued: bleſſing by that Hand, .. /”. E 


which ſhakes down the Pallaces of the proud and uncompaſlionate,,”:.:-.7 2 
arte ont of their rubbifk: builds up a. Tabernacle: of glory fortlie uk 
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Thus in full fpeedT have run over al that] couldobſerve, to 
ſatisfy my'Spirit concerning the illegality of this Oath in Common 
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extorted- by violence fromthe Conſtience? And how. uri bat oy dons . "Wh 
(above chat)anchriſhan will it appear, that . wegan! & ger - 3: 


i Congregation, bur only thar, the not protech 
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Noone whereof, we may bring inthe aniveriall, come: 


BHT the whole Nation, when liberty 0 Conſcience ſinltbe. <t ” 


Ly” that in that harmony no-onefrirt 
piric charitably embracing each other, ” 
ing in-everycircumitance, yet all agreeing in one bel 


bevy” God; and'one acknowledging of one Mediator. 


5: 


the Tordid ly avaritious, or diforderly ambitious of our enemies a- 
who as they feare that Sword, which the Almighty hath 
o:our hands; So wilt they court that.Nations frient 
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- And re in.&perfec unity at home how ſafe ſhall we be a. - 


"_ ſo pioully fr- indly wit ſelfe.. How religious will they be- + 


© heyeall-leagues? how ha all commerce with a people ſo con- 


4 jentious, if t (only on the account of tenderneſs} throwes away. ; pl 
--m joins ſeverity of cheir_Predeceflors., and takes into;one_ -. 
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